
AdvocAte
Tuesday, September 16, 2014 MSUM’s weekly student newspaper Moorhead,  Minn. Vol. 44 Issue 2

The online at msumadvocate.com

SNARR, PAGE 3

TAKING A STAND 
FOR WOMEN’S 
SAFETY, PAGE 7

ALLEY FAIR EXPOSES 
FARGO’S ART 
CULTURE , PAGE 5

Snarr renovation revamps ‘community hub’
BY MARIE VEILLETTE
veillettma@mnstate.edu

A cozy fireplace, a comfy couch and a big-screen 
TV are three luxuries college students would expect 
to leave behind when moving into a residence hall. 
The new West 
Snarr remodel 
offers residents 
all that and 
more. 

Anyone who 
spends time on 
campus proba-
bly noticed the 
cons t ruc t ion 
that has been 
going on for a 
year – from last 
May right up 
until the first 
day of classes 
this August. 
Though the 
$4.9 million 
project only 
included the west wing of the Snarr complex, it was 
time consuming, and the finishing touches are still 
being added. 

Small details, like a metal “M” to hang over the 
fireplace, are still being completed. “I’m trying to 

BY MAUREEN MCMULLEN
mcmullenma@mnstate.edu

The weeks following an alleged sexual assault in Grantham have 
yielded what President Anne Blackhurst described as an “outpouring 
of emotion” from the MSUM community.

“The overwhelming response was that we do not want a campus 
where sexual assault happens,” Blackhurst said. 

The campus-wide call for action against sexual assault on campus 
came as a response to an alleged assault by MSUM wrestler Angel 
Mario Vega, 23, who was charged Sept. 3 with one felony and one 
misdemeanor after reportedly filming his assault on an 18-year-old 
woman.

The week of the alleged assault, Blackhurst, along with 25 MSUM 
students, attended a meeting in the Women’s Center to discuss 
thoughts, concerns and the steps being taken to prevent future assaults 
on campus.

Shortly after the meeting, Blackhurst sent an email to students 
outlining the steps she plans to take against sexual violence on campus, 
including a sexual assault task force.

“We’re really excited by the president taking leadership on matters 
pertaining to sexual violence on our campus,” said Kandace Creel 
Falcón, director of Women’s and Gender studies and the meeting’s 
organizer. “We’re happy with the ways she has moved the conversation 
from this singular incident, which we know is actually very pervasive 
on our campus, to a larger framework to address how sexual violence 
affects our campus.”

MSUM continues 
efforts against sexual 
violence

BY KRISTIN MILLER
millerkr@mnstate.edu

Walking into the Livingston Lord 
Library, it’s impossible not to notice the 
changes which have taken place over the 
last couple years. 

Gone are the days of dim, outdated 
study spots, replaced by light, open spaces 
with interactive furniture, state-of-the-art 
technology and an overall improved atmo-
sphere.

To celebrate all the changes, a week of 
events has been organized to take place in 
conjunction with MSUM’s homecoming.
Students, staff and prominent members of 
the community have been invited to make 
the re-launch of the library an event to 
remember. 

Events will include a ribbon cutting, a 
unique scavenger hunt and a visit from an 
award-winning author.

Brittney Goodman, who serves as exec-
utive director of library services, said plans 
for the celebrations have come as a joint 
effort between library staff, the 

Livingston 
Lord celebrates 
renovation 
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make sure everything is paid for to see if there are 
any additional funds because I’m hoping to add 
some outdoor seating,” said Heather Phillips, direc-
tor of housing and residential life.

There were many major changes to the layout of 
the floors. “The first floor was completely gutted 

and recon-
figured to 
be much 
more open,” 
Phillips said. 
“We want-
ed to make 
a friendlier 
g a t h e r i n g 
space for stu-
dents.”

With new 
windows to 
let in more 
natural light, 
an added 
multipurpose 
room, a large 
kitchen area 
and the relo-

cation of the hall desk and area directors’ offices, 
the first floor is much more student friendly. 

Student rooms also saw some improvements such 
as the removal of built-in furniture replaced with the 
movable furnishings other residence halls currently 
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“The experience was unnerving, yet kind of fun,” President Anne Blackhurst said about  having her portrait  painted and drawn by art majors. “Letting 
them [the art students] create my portrait was a way to participate in students’ educational experience -  to be involved with the practicing of their craft. 
As an administrator, you don’t get to do that as often.”

CRYSTAL BRANDEN • brandencr@mnstate.edu

Snarr’s remodeled common area features a half-circle sofa in front of a fireplace.
CRYSTAL BRANDEN • brandencr@mnstate.edu

Blackhurst poses for a presidential portrait
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